Four Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
From “First Veyege ‘Round the World by Magellan.” 


AN: 


THE WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 
Vou. IX, No. 3 PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES JULY, 1949 


PRINCIPLES 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom was founded in 1915 in the midst of the First World War. Jane 
Addams became its first international president and held this office until her death. Throughout its history the League has 
maintained a policy and a program consistent with the ideas of its founders. As an international and an interracial organiza- 
tion, it aims to work by non-violent means for the establishment of those political, economic, and psychological conditions both 
at home and abroad which can assure peace and freedom. 


PEACE: The peace for which we work is much more than absence of war or maintenance of order through dominance 
of force. It is a positive principle in human relations and can be found only where there is free cooperation for the common 
good. 
FREEDOM: Liberty of the human spirit is a basic value. Although freedom must be exercised with responsibility, and 
individuals in society must accept much control in the common interests, nevertheless they must have the right to contribute to 
decisions and to express differing opinions through free democratic processes. Contrary to this freedom are all forms of dic- : 
tatorship, all imperialisms, all suppressions of civil liberties, and discrimination based on race, class, sex, or opinion. 


Peace and freedom are impossible without justice. The present disintegration of our culture is a demonstration of the 
deep-seated injustices in our economic and political structures. — The only answer to the threat of totalitarianism is the development 
of a democratic social order in which the dynamic forces of scientific discovery and economic change can be utilized to enrich 
the life of all members of the human family. It is to the difficult task of furthering this ideal that the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom directs its efforts. 


Policies 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, United States Section, believes in the cooperation of all groups 
and nations in establishing just law and social well-being as a foundation for international and domestic peace. We believe 
that the most effective means by which free people may maintain free institutions lie in a positive program which will safeguard 
human rights, enrich human living, and utilize material resources for peace. A nation cannot pursue such a program while it 
prepares for war. We demand that the present drive toward war be checked, and that our domestic and foreign policy be 
definitely oriented toward achieving and maintaining peace. 


The lack of a consistent philosophy and purpose acting as a unifying force leads our Government into emergency situa- 
tions where quick decisions carry us away from our long-run goal. The integration of day-to-day actions into a permanent, 
constructive program, with the latter controlling the former, holds the only hope for international security and domestic peace. We 
recognize that there can be no separation between foreign and domestic policies, since every decision concerning foreign policy 
has profound effects on the domestic economy, and every domestic problem has repercussions throughout the world. 


A constructive long-run program has many ramifications. It must be flexible enough to meet changing conditions, but it 
must be firmly built on the principle that government exists for the sake of the individual citizens and that the final control of 
policy should rest in their hands. I would, therefore, be inappropriate for the United States Government to encourage reactionary 
_governments abroad, which do not further the welfare of the people and do not enjoy their confidence. 


These fundamental principles apply in the difficult area of relations between the United States and the Soviet Union. A r 
negative approach in the form of appeasement or competitive armaments should be abandoned. Only the establishment of law 
based on moral principles and a positive program of democracy and justice can be effective against totalitarian or imperialistic 
power, wherever and whenever it manifests itself. 
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UNITED NATIONS: 

Throughout the thirty-four years of its existence, the 
League has stood for a strong international organization, func- 
tioning democratically within the framework of law, as essential 
lo lasting peace. We hope that the United Nations represents 
the first stage of such an organization and as such we give il 
our full support. We believe that the present weakness and 
inadequacy of the United Nations is due in large part to the 
climate of fear and distrust within which the member states 
struggle for their national objectives. The urgent task of today 
is to create the climate in which the states will cooperate to 
strengthen international organization, and as rapidly as possible 
transform the United Nations into a world government. 


Loyalty to the United Nations demands acceptance an¢ 
implementation of its decisions, by the member states. The 
record of the United States in this regard is unsatisfactory. 
The European Recovery Plan almost entirely by-passed the 
United Nations. The Atlantic Pact is a further blow to the 
health of the United Nations, among other reasons because it 
deepens the chasm between the West and the Soviet Union and 
involves a return to balance of power, instead of collective 
security within the framework of the United Nations. Urgent 
attention should be given to securing United Nations control of 


armaments and the provision of a United Nations constabulary © 


so that the community of nations may not become the victim 
of national policy. 


Il, DISARMAMENT: 

The League calls attention to the declarations in the Charter 
of the United Nations, the United Nations Disarmament Resolu- 
tions, and the official statements of responsible representatives 
of the United States Government in support of regulation and 
reduction of armaments and control of atomic energy. 


In spite of the absolute necessity and urgency of moving 
toward universal disarmament, the nations have made the mis- 
take of fearing disarmament more than militarism. We call 
upon our Government to give leadership and full support to 
renewed, persistent efforts within the United Nations to achieve 
the necessary minimum of agreement for control not only of 
atomic energy, but also of conventional arms, and for the pro- 
hibition of all forms of mass destruction. A new Committee of 
the United Nations should be set up, with responsibility in this 
field; and a special session of the Assembly should be called 
to consider disarmament. 


Il, EUROPEAN UNION AND NORTH ATLANTIC PACT: 


The League has long supported international cooperation 
on both a regional and world basis, but has maintained that 
regional unions should be structures for economic and political 
cooperation and not military alliances. They should grow from 
within and not be imposed from without so that their character 
would represent the views and trends of their constituent parts. 
Furthermore, we regret in principle a policy that puts pressure 
on European countries to rearm, and that contemplates a mili- 
tary solution of international difficulties. We therefore oppose 
the direction that would be given to European Union by the 
North Atlantic Pact. 


We believe that the North Atlantic Pact will interfere with 
the constructive work of the European Recovery Program and 
by diverting men, money, and strategic materials necessary for 
economic recovery to military purposes will delay, if not prevent 
entirely, the coming of the day when Europe will be back on its 
feet. Adequate reconstruction and rearmament cannot co-exist. 
Judging by past experience, when the choice has to be made 
between allocating strategic materials to the necessities of daily 
life or to the needs of a military alliance, the latter stands to 
gain at the expense of the other. 


IV. INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION: 


The League urges upon the government of the United 
States continued growth in cooperative sharing of responsibility 
for regional problems of the Western Hemisphere, political, 
economic and social. Such regional action should be kept in 


INTERNATIONAL POLICIES 


harmony with the procedures and decisions of the United 
Nations and should replace interference by any nation in the 
internal affairs of any other nation. 


The League urges cooperation of the United States with 
Latin American governments in developing concrete plans for 
raising living standards and strengthening labor movements. 
it specifically opposes the sale of war equipment by the United 
States to Latin American countries as this policy would tend 
to increase military rivalries. 


V. POLAR REGIONS AND WATERWAYS: 


With the purpose of putting under international control 
those parts of the world which are immediate or potential 
sources of rivalry and aggression, the League advocates the 
internationalization under the United Nations of the main 
waterways of the globe and of the Polar Regions. This would 
produce the additional effects of increasing the prestige of the 
United Nations and giving it the occasion for building up a 
civilian maritime police force. 


VI. COLONIALISM AND TRUSTEESHIP: 


The League has always stood for self-determination of 
peoples. The principles and organs of the United Nations 
which are designed to advance non-self-governing territories 
consistently toward independence have not been faithfully 
supported by the member nations. The best tests of devotion 
to democracy lie in these issues which concern the rights of 
weak or subject peoples against the interests of strong or 
colonial powers: in South Africa, where the United States 
failed to condemn discrimination: in Indonesia. where we 
acquiesced in the taking of territory by armed force: in the 
Pacific Islands. where we refused jurisdiction to the Trustee- 
ship Council. We urge our Government to give full support 
to subject peoples striving for independence and equality of 
treatment when such matters come before the United Nations, 
and to exemplify the same attitude in our national policy, 
toward Puerto Rico and other dependent territories. 


Vil. RELIEF AND ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION: 


The world continues to suffer from war’s devastation and 
dislocation. Because of our wealth, the major responsibility 
lies on the people and government of the United States. Goods 
or credits should be extended as gifts or loans, as circumstances 
dictate, and should be divorced from political considerations. 
By the European Recovery Program the United States has 
undertaken the discharge of this responsibility. We urge that 
this program be carried forward on a cooperative basis with 
due respect for the political integrity of the European countries. 
The economic reconstruction of Europe should be looked upon 
as a good in itself and not as a weapon in a cold war. 


We believe that the economic resources of the world 
should be fully utilized to meet the needs of the world com- 
munity. The long-run expansion of trade, utilization of un- 
developed resources, and development of weak and backward 
economies require more effective international cooperation. 


President Truman stated under Point Four of his inaug- 
ural address: “We must embark on a bold new program for 
making the benefits of our scientific advances and industrial 
progress available for the improvement and growth of under- 
developed areas. . . . This should be a cooperative enterprise 
in which all nations work together through the United Nations 
and its specialized agencies. ... It must be a world-wide 
effort for the achievement of peace, plenty, and freedom. . . .” 
The International Monetary Fund, the International Bank for 
Reconstruction, and other specialized agencies of the United 
Nations need to be vitalized to this end. It is hoped that 
United Nations sponsorship will insure provision of safeguards 
for the welfare of the people in economically under-developed 
regions, protecting their culture from the hasty introduction 
of modern economic methods, and preserving their human 
and natural resources from selfish exploitation. 
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Lay 


DOMESTIC 
I. POLITICAL AND SOCIAL RIGHTS: 


Franchise: The League urges the removal of all barriers 
to the free and equal exercise of the franchise, such as the poll 
tax; a general amnesty of all violators of selective service on 
grounds of conscience and the restoration of their political 
rights; and the extension of citizenship without discrimination 
as to race or nationality, or political opinion. 


Freedom of Thought and Speech: Since the guarantee of 
freedom of speech is necessary to a democratic society, the 
League condemns the growing tendency to interfere with free- 
dom of opinion by the use of loyalty tests. We vigorously 
oppose all forms of discrimination against individuals on the 
basis of political opinions. Fully recognizing the danger of 
iascist and communist totalitarianism, the League believes that 
such forces can be best opposed by open discussion and by the 
strengthening of our own democratic procedures, rather than 
by attempts at direct control. 


Freedom of Communications: The League condemns all 
government censorship of the news which interferes with free 
interchange of opinion and full access to reliable information. 
But the League also recognizes that the absence of governmental 
control does not insure the needed freedom of communications. 
As long as the movie, the press, and the radio are in the hands 
of the few, and are not available for the expression of re- 
sponsible opinion on the part of all groups in the community, 
there cannot be the free discussion on which democratic policy 
depends. We believe that the freeing of the radio, press, and 
movies, is one of the primary problems of American democracy. 


Removal of Discrimination: The League heartily endorses 
the Report of the President's Committee on Civil Rights and 
urges that its recommendations be put into effect as promptly 
as possible. It should be emphasized that segregation in its 
various forms is wrong in principle and cultivates discrimina- 
tion. Since civil liberties can only be maintained by a vigilant 
public concern not only with actual infringements of legal 
rights, but with the creation of a social climate in which dis- 
crimination cannot flourish, the League urges a broad educa- 
tional movement to eliminate from all phases of our national 
life every discrimination based on race, religion, or national 
background, 


Il. CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 


The League reiterates its conviction that government exists 
for the sake of the citizen. The first concern of the govern- 
ment is, therefore, to assure to all citizens the conditions 
necessary for their highest development. 


We therefore endorse a broad federal program which will 
assure adequate facilities for health, housing, education, and 
employment for all citizens. We believe that such a program 
should be democratically controlled and that it should use 
existing institutions as far as possible. 


Health: We favor a national health program which will 
make available to all people adequate medical care. 

Housing: In the light of the persisting shortage of hous- 
ing, we favor a federal program which will make decent quar- 
ters available within the price range of the lower income 
groups. Since the provision of low-cost housing is hindered 
by monopolistic restrictions affecting construction, whether 
federal, state, or local, and by control by real estate interests, 
and by restrictive covenants, the government should encourage 
the use of new materials and techniques available to mass 
production. The removal of segregation will lessen the housing 
difficulties of minority groups. 


Education: The development of a democratic social order 
rests ultimately on the education of the citizens. In order that 
adequate educational opportunities may be put within the reach 
of all children of the nation, we endorse the proposal for 
federal aid for public schools, provided that such aid be given 


POLICIES 


on a non-discrimination basis, and without interference by 
any Department of the Federal Government with the freedom 
of teaching and with local autonomy except in the matter of 
maintaining minimum standards. Federal appropriations 
would make possible the setting up of national standards for 
salaries and for the training of teachers. 


Employment: The League believes that every man and 
woman should have the opportunity of employment, which will 
give him a sense of personal and social value, an adequate 
living wage, and decent working conditions. The federal gov- 
ernment should take responsibility for helping to create con- 
ditions favorable to high-level employment; when necessary 
it should undertake activities which will provide employment 
opportunities sufficient to absorb workers not otherwise em- 
ployed. Since much of a person’s satisfactions come from his 
work, it is important that work should be regarded not as a 
necessary evil, but as an opportunity for personal growth and 
social usefulness. 


Social Securitty: We believe that all persons in gainful 
employment should have social insurance for themselves and 
their families which will prevent dependency due to old age, 
disability, or the death of the bread-winner. 


Ill. CONSERVATION AND UTILIZATION OF 
MATERIAL RESOURCES: 


The League believes that in peace as in war the govern- 
ment should maintain whatever machinery is needed to insure 
sufficient production to meet our domestic needs and the re- 
quirements of foreign trade. It should encourage wide distri- 
hution of purchasing power through maintenance of standards 
of wages and should prevent control of production or of prices 
by monopolies. A far-sighted conservation policy should be 
adopted to protect natural resources such as soil. forests, water, 
and oil. 


IV. FISCAL POLICY AND ECONOMIC STABILIZATION: 


The League urges a thorough revision of our whole tax 
system so that current injustices may be removed and so that 
the government may be a more effective aid in controlling 
inflationary or deflationary trends. We urge economy and 
efficiency in government. but we believe that indiscriminate 
cutting of appropriations for civilian purposes would be counter 
to the public good, and would in the long run prove both 
uneconomic and inefficient. On the other hand, government 
expenditures for a military program not only keep taxes high, 
but also furnish a false stimulation to the economy, achieving 
full employment through the production of goods which do 
not raise the standard of consumption. Furthermore, this 
stimulation will either be temporary or must be sustained by 
the perpetuation of military expenditures. 


V. LABOR POLICY: 


The League believes that a vigorous and democratic labor 
movement is the only safeguard for the rights of labor, and 
we believe that such a movement has a permanent and valuable 
role to play in our economy. We deplore interference with 
the nation’s economic life through strikes, but nevertheless 
recognize that strikes are often labor’s only effective means of 
redressing grievances. We believe that peace in labor-manage- 
ment relations can best be attained by encouraging the growth 
on both sides of a sense of responsibility for the public good. 
The policy of both management and labor should be based on 
the desire to conduct the enterprise with efficiency and a just 
regard for community needs. 

We believe that all discrimination based on race, sex, 
religious or political opinion, or national background, whether 
practiced by labor or management, should be promptly re- 
moved. 
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International Policies 
(Continued) 

Such an international economic program, cooperative in 
spirit and courageous in magnitude, is desirable fundamentally 
because welfare is desirable. But economic welfare is also 
the soil in which peace and democracy can grow. The obvious 
fact that economic crises and despair drive people to the 
desperate remedies of totalitarian demagogues shows us the 
double importance of solving the problems of economic distress 
the world over. 


VIII. DISPLACED PERSONS, REFUGEES, IMMIGRANTS: 

The League believes in the principle of the free movement 
of people. We vigorously oppose transfers of people without 
their consent. We deplore the conditions of millions of people 
in Europe and Asia who have been torn from their homes by 
the war, or who had to flee because of political oppression. 
many of whom lack the material or legal requisites of migra- 
tion and free settlement. We protest vigorously against slave 
labor, whether of prisoners of war not yet repatriated, or of 
political detenues. It is the responsibility of individual coun- 
tries, as well as of the United Nations, to see to it that these 
violations of human rights are ended. 


The United States should immediately, after an already 
inexcusable long delay, admit our share of displaced persons, 
without restrciting regulations. Our State Department should 
revise the practices of its Visa Division to accord with our 
avowed belief in freedom. The United States should remove 
from our immigration laws all discrimination based on race 
or national background, or political opinion. These actions 
are demanded by the principles of democracy which we profess. 


Domestic Policies 
(Continued) 


VI. COOPERATIVES: 

We believe that, parallel with a strong labor movement, 
there should be developed a strong cooperative movement in 
the fields of both production and consumption. The coopera- 
tive movement protects the consumer by making his needs 
known, and by organizing his purchasing power. In addition 
it furnishes erperience in democratic practices. 


VII. WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT: 

The League urges that well qualified women be appointed 
in sufficient numbers to all governmental policy making bodies 
so that they may have a real share in determining the decisions. 
It is not enough that a woman should be appointed occasionally 
on some Board, or that voluntary organizations should be 
used as an adjunct to government to disseminate decisions 
already made. Women should take their place side by side 
with men in the Cabinet, in Congress, in the diplomatic service, 
and in all departments of Government so that their special 
experience and training may be adequately used in safeguard- 
ing the welfare of the people. 


VIII. GROWTH OF MILITARY INFLUENCE IN 
CIVILIAN AFFAIRS: 

The appointment of military men to important government 
positions, and the infiltration of military influence through 
many different channels constitute a threat of military domina- 
tion of civil life. While we do not question the high integrity 
or the patriotism of many military leaders, we are convinced 
that military domination not only increases the danger of war, 
but likewise endangers our freedom in time of peace, since 
the military system goes counter to the practice of free democ- 


racy. We urge a swift return to our traditional policy of the- 


subordination of the military to effective civilian control. 
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